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Title:  Music Makes The World Go Round

Subject Matter Emphasis and Level:  

· Music used in cultures around the world

· Grades 5 & 6

Brief Description of the Lesson:

· Students will explore musical traditions of various countries and will produce a presentation to demonstrate such.

Goals:

· Students will have an increased awareness and appreciation of music in various cultures throughout the world. 

· Students will be able to use several tools (technology and other resources) to create a product.

Content:

· “How is music used in other cultures?”

· Students will select a country and choose a specific instrument, composer, form of music, dance ,etc. that may be specific to that area.

· Students will share ideas with other members of their group and use hands-on activities, along with guidance from the teacher to promote engaged learning in the classroom.

Prior Learning, Interests, Misconceptions and Conceptual Difficulties: 

· Knowledge of Instrument Families

· How is music used in the various cultures of the U.S.A.

· Terminology, Language of the country may be a problem

· May need assistance from Geography (high school) and classroom teachers.

Major Learning Activities:

· Students will work in the library, using encyclopedias, books and technology (internet and software) to research their selected country.

· Following research, students will communicate with the public through interviews and international pen-pals to find further information.

· In groups, students will share ideas and resources to refine ideas and research.

· Students will create a final product to present to the class and parents on the information they have learned.  

Some final product ideas include:

1. Construct an instrument used in “Australia”

2. Dress as a composer and do a report on him/her and the country

3. Create a diorama, model or other artwork to represent the country.

4. Demonstrate a ceremony using music.

5. Perform songs or dances typical of the country.

6. Create a Power Point show pictures and information about the country.

Materials and Resources Needed

Books and other familiar resources:

· Encyclopedias

· Dictionaries

· Songs/Songbooks

· Folk Dance Book

· Book on cultures

Community Resources:

· Religious leaders 

· Community members who had ancestors from “Norway”

· People who have visited various countries of interest

Technology Resources:

· Software

1. Encarta or other Encyclopedia-type software

· World Wide Web

· Email (if available)

Assessment:

· Students will use group discussion as much as possible to assess their own work.  This will be done in the beginning stages of the unit. 
· In the middle of the unit, the teacher will check any written material, such as reports, for grammatical and writing errors, giving students feedback for improvement.
· Teacher will also check that unit is flowing—being tied together by a continuous theme.
· At the end of the unit, teacher will ask, “What did you learn by doing this unit?”  This will be answered in the form of a report, which will need to have the following points covered:



1. What can you tell me about the country covered? (Geographical information, population, government, industry, etc.)

2. What are some musical traditions in the country, if any?

3. Are there any specific instruments that are used or made in this country only?

4. Is there a composer that is known to be from this area?

5. How do people of various age groups view the use of music in this country?

6. How does that differ from where we live or what your family does?  Or is it similar?

7. Any other information you would like to share

8. What one thing would you like everyone to know about your country?

9. How did you gather your information? What resources did you use?  (This may be in the form of a bibliography at the end of the report.)

10. What did you learn by doing this project?  

Management:

· Students will work in small groups to do this project.  Each of them will be responsible for a portion of the research.  Time will be spent I the school library to accommodate this.  Following this, students will meet in their groups to gather information and make framework for their project.

· Students will have to do at-home work or use study time in the regular classroom to get work completed.  After school time may be used, at which time I would be present.

· Music room may need to be modified if used for other classes, such as Band.  Students will need an area large enough for materials and work space.  Class may have to find another location temporarily. 

· Special needs students may need extra help from resource person or assignment could be modified for them.

· Students will need time to interview community members, or relatives.  This will require time outside of school, which should be discussed at the beginning of the unit.

Support Services and Special Teacher Notes:

· Technology teacher may be needed for assistance in some cases.  

· Students may not have email access in the school, in which case international pen pals may be substituted for international email pals.

· Geography teacher could be a great help.  Or geography class could help in the gathering of information.

· Classroom teacher may choose to make this part of their curriculum also.  This would create a greater opportunity for work time for the students. 

· The Music teacher may want time for his/her own research and development of a sample unit or parts of it.  

· Final products and presentations could be done for other classes or audiences.  Parents could be invited to an open house to view students’ work.  

Timeline:

· Realistically, this unit should take about 6-10 class periods.  However, time line will depend on how the unit is taught and managed.  Will the classroom teacher and others be involved?  Will students be responsible for doing work at home?  

· I plan on using about 6 class periods from start to finish.  Using the class’ scheduled library and computer class time whenever possible.  In involving the classroom teacher, you may also be able to use part of their class study time for work time.

Unit(s) that may precede this:

· Songs from various countries
· Styles of music from various countries 
Unit(s) that may follow this:

· Any of the items listed above
· Composers from various countries

· International folk dances

